Lessons in Renewal

Hezekiah Challenged [H]ﬂl[ﬂ]

(5. \llen Jackson Faith Initiatives

Psalm 119:105 (NIV®)
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

Unexpected Challenge

2 Chronicles 32:1-5 (NIV®)
1 After all that Hezekiah had so faithfully done, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah. He laid siege to the
fortified cities, thinking to conquer them for himself. > When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and that he
intended to make war on Jerusalem, 3 he consulted with his officials and military staff about blocking off the water from
the springs outside the city, and they helped him. * A large force of men assembled, and they blocked all the springs and
the stream that flowed through the land. "Why should the kings of Assyria come and find plenty of water?" they said. °
Then he worked hard repairing all the broken sections of the wall and building towers on it. He built another wall outside
that one and reinforced the supporting terraces of the City of David. He also made large numbers of weapons and
shields.

A. Challenge to Faith

2 Chronicles 32:10-13 (NIV®)
10 "This is what Sennacherib king of Assyria says: On what are you basing your confidence, that you remain in
Jerusalem under siege? ' When Hezekiah says, 'The LORD our God will save us from the hand of the king of Assyria,'
he is misleading you, to let you die of hunger and thirst. ' Did not Hezekiah himself remove this god's high
places and altars, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, 'You must worship before one altar and burn sacrifices on it'"? * "Do
you not know what I and my fathers have done to all the peoples of the other lands? Were the gods of those nations
ever able to deliver their land from my hand?

B. A Prophet Speaks

2 Kings 19:20-22 (NASB®)
2 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah saying, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Because you have
prayed to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria, I have heard you.' #* "This is the word that the LORD has spoken
against him: 'She has despised you and mocked you, The virgin daughter of Zion; She has shaken Aerhead behind
you, The daughter of Jerusalem! 2> 'Whom have you reproached and blasphemed? And against whom have you raised
your voice, And haughtily lifted up your eyes? Against the Holy One of Israel!

C. God Responds

Isaiah 37:33-37 (NIV®)
33 "Therefore this is what the LORD says concerning the king of Assyria: "He will not enter this city or shoot an arrow
here. He will not come before it with shield or build a siege ramp against it. >* By the way that he came he will return;
he will not enter this city," declares the LORD. ** "I will defend this city and save it, for my sake and for the sake of
David my servant!" 3 Then the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand men
in the Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next morning--there were all the dead bodies! * So Sennacherib
king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and stayed there.

1 John 4:4 (NASB®)
* You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in
the world.
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PRAYER

Heavenly Father, deliver me from my adversaries. Open my ears to hear, my eyes to see and my
heart to understand Your direction. I rejoice that You are a God who delivers. Your arm is not too
short nor Your strength too small to work deliverance for Your people. I rejoice today in the
watchfulness and strength of My God and My deliverer. May the Fear of God come upon those who
oppose Your purposes for My life. In Jesus name, amen.
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