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Step Out of the Crowd

I. Jesus and the Crowds

Matthew 4:23-25 (NIV®)
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and
healing every disease and sickness among the people. 2* News about him spread all over Syria, and people
brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those
having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. ° Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis,
Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.

Crowds Influence on Leaders

Matthew 21:45-46 (NIV®)
% When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46
They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a
prophet.

Jesus Challenges the Crowd

John 6:60-68 (NIV®)
0 0On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” ¢! Aware that
his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? %> What if you see
the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! & The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words
I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. % Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus
had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. % He went on to say,
“This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.” ¢ From this time
many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. ¢ “You do not want to leave too, do
you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. ¢ Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life.

I1. Step Out of the Crowd

A. Honest & Courageous Response
Luke 5:5-11 (NIV®)

> Simon answered, “Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so,
I will let down the nets.” ® When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets
began to break. ” So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and
filled both boats so full that they began to sink. e When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and
said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” ° For he and all his companions were astonished at the
catch of fish they had taken, °and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men.” ! So they pulled their boats up
on shore, left everything and followed him.

B. Determined Follower

Matthew 14:25-31 (NIV®)
25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 2 When the disciples saw
him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It's a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. % But Jesus
immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don'’t be afraid.” 2 “Lord, if it's you,” Peter replied, “tell me to
come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and
came toward Jesus. 3° But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save
me!” 3! Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you
doubt?”



C. Bold Response to Jesus

Matthew 20:29-34 (NIV®)
2% As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 3° Two blind men were sitting by
the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on
us!” 3 The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of
David, have mercy on us!” 32 Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
3"Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.” 34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes.
Immediately they received their sight and followed him.

D. Cowardly Response to Jesus
Matthew 27:15-26 (NIV®)

15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. ¢ At that time
they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. !’ So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them,
“Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 8 For he knew it was
out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. *® While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife
sent him this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal
today in a dream because of him.” 20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for
Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. *! “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the
governor. “Barabbas,” they answered. ?>“*What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked.
They all answered, “Crucify him!” 23“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all
the louder, “Crucify him!” 2 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he
said. “It is your responsibility!” 2° All the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!” 26
Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.

E. Courage to Calm a Mob
Acts 5:27-35 (NIV®)

27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high
priest. 28“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.” ?° Peter and the other apostles
replied: “We must obey God rather than men! 3 The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom
you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 3! God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he
might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to
put them to death. 34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the
people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 3> Then he
addressed them: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men.

Prayer

Almighty God,

Our rulers have conspired against Your purposes and the Lordship of Jesus. They have acted under Your
watchfulness. Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable Your servants to speak Your word with great
boldness. Stretch out Your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of Your
holy servant, Jesus. May His name be exalted throughout the earth. Amen. (Adapted from Acts 4:27-30)

Acts 4:27-30 (NIV®)
27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to
conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 2 They did what your power and will had
decided beforehand should happen. 2° Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak
your word with great boldness. 3 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
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