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Protection From Deception

I. Jesus’ Warnings

Matthew 23:37-24:4 (NIV®)
370 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have
longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were
not willing. 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 3° For I tell you, you will not see me again until
you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” 24 ! Jesus left the temple and was
walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2“Do you see all
these things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another;
every one will be thrown down.” 3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples
came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your
coming and of the end of the age?” 4 Jesus answered: “"Watch out that no one deceives you.”

Matthew 24:11 (NIV®)
and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.

Matthew 24:24 (NIV)
For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even
the elect—if that were possible.

A. The Foundation of God’s Word
Matthew 7:24-27 (NIV®)

24“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock. 2> The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand. 2/ The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

B. Parable of the Sower
Matthew 13:10-12 (NIV®)
10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 11 He replied,
“The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12
Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what
he has will be taken from him.”

Matthew 13:18-23 (NIV®)
18% jsten then to what the parable of the sower means: ° When anyone hears the message about
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in
his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 2° The one who received the seed that fell on rocky
places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 2! But since he has no root, he
lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls
away. 22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word,
but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But the one
who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He
produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”



C. Competing Voices & Perspectives
Genesis 15:4-6 (NIV®)
4Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from
your own body will be your heir.” > He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count
the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” ® Abram
believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

Genesis 15:12-16 (NIV®)
12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over
him. 13 Then the Lord said to him, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a
country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. 4 But I will
punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 1°
You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. ¢ In the fourth
generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its
full measure.”

John 8:56-59 (NIV®)
26 “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” >’ “You
are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” >8I tell you the
truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” >° At this, they picked up stones to stone
him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.

D. Bible Helps Us Understand the Bible
Daniel 9:2 (NIV®)
in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the
Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years.

Matthew 26:31 (NIV®)
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written:
‘T will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”

Matthew 4:12-16 (NIV®)
12When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he
went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 1 to fulfill
what was said through the prophet Isaiah: 1°> “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the
sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16 the people living in darkness have seen a great
light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”

Prayer

Heavenly Father, You created us and understand us better than we understand ourselves. In
humility, we present ourselves to You with a desire to learn. We are listening, we choose to
cooperate with You. Forgive us for our stubbornness and rebellion. Grant us understanding hearts,
Holy Spirit, lead us on paths of righteousness. Our desire is to walk uprightly before You. May a
revelation of Almighty God be granted to our generation, in Jesus’ name, amen.
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