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Birthdays

Luke 1:13-15 (NIV®)
13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. *He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will
rejoice because of his birth, * for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.”

Luke 1:18-20 (NIV®)
18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.”
19The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you
and to tell you this good news. 2 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens,
because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time.”

Luke 1:34-38 (NIV®)
34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 3 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God. 3¢ Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was
said to be barren is in her sixth month. 3’ For nothing is impossible with God.” 3"1 am the Lord’s servant,”
Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

Luke 1:31-32 (NIV®)
31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,

Luke 2:21 (NIV®)
On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given
him before he had been conceived.

Luke opens his narrative with 7 instances of people who choose to believe

Shepherds

Luke 2:15-16 (NIV®)
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” ¢ So they hurried off and
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.

Simeon

Luke 2:25-35 (NIV®)
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 2 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 2 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, ?® Simeon
took him in his arms and praised God, saying: ?° “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss
your servant in peace. 3 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 3! which you have prepared in the sight of all
people, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 The child’s father and
mother marveled at what was said about him. 3* Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother:
“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will
pierce your own soul too.”



Anna

Luke 2:36-38 (NIV®)
36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she
had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 3 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four.
She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 3 Coming up to them at that very
moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption
of Jerusalem.

Jesus as a Boy, at the Temple

Luke 2:49-52 (NIV®)
4“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” >° But
they did not understand what he was saying to them. >! Then he went down to Nazareth with them and
was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. >> And Jesus grew in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and men.

John the Baptist

Luke 3:1-4 (NIV®)
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod
tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the
desert. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 4 As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one calling in the
desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.”

A Proclamation of Faith

God has uniquely blessed us—the best is yet to come.

The Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.

He is the sovereign Creator of all things.

Nothing is too difficult for Him; His love sustains us.

Jesus, His only Son, is our Savior, Lord & King.

We live in a season of shaking. God is shaking the Earth.

He is restoring the Jewish people and purifying His Church.

If we look at the things which can be shaken, we will be filled with terror.

If we look at the eternal Kingdom of our Lord, we will be filled with anticipation.
Our determination as we gather today is to declare before one another & Almighty God
WE WILL NOT STOP.

We are not satisfied.

We are not distracted.

We are not weary in doing good.

We are not discouraged.

We have our eyes on the cross and our hearts set on the prize.
We believe the One who has promised is Faithful.

We believe the Holy Spirit is our Helper.

We believe that what we ask in Jesus’ name our Father provides.
We believe that the King of Kings is returning to the Earth in all of His glory—
and we intend to be about His business until that moment in time.
WE WILL NOT STOP.
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