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Session 2: Our Calling: Purpose and Peace in
Challenging Circumstances

First Peter 5:8 tells us Satan prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour,
and in 1940s Europe, his eyes were set squarely on the Jewish people. In the midst of the
persecution of their neighbors in the Netherlands, the ten Boom family decided they would
not be victims. They started working closely with the Dutch resistance, and in 1943, they
began to hide Jewish people in their home. They saved over 800 lives.

In this session, Corrie describes the horrors she and her sister, Betsie, faced while imprisoned
in a concentration camp and the realization that God had brought them there for a specific
purpose: to bring the women trapped in that devastating place His hope, light, and truth.
Their example shows an important truth: Even when God calls us to difficult seasons, when
we choose to stand firm in our faith, He will give us the strength we need to accomplish His
purposes in the earth.

Scriptures

Read through the verses below, then choose one verse for your group to memorize
this week.

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV®)

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares

the LORD. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Galatians 6:2 (NIV®)
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

Romans 8:28 (NIV®)
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have
been called according to his purpose.

Discussion Questions

1. The ten Boom family used their home—a tool the Lord had given them—to impact
hundreds of people for the purposes of God. How can you use the tools, gifts, talents,
and resources the Lord has given you to strengthen God’s Kingdom today?

2. How did the ten Boom'’s habit of practicing hospitality and spiritual discipline prepare
them to help the people around them during this difficult season? What can you do
this week to better prepare yourself for difficult times ahead?



3. Corrie says to Betsie, “We are in a difficult class in the school of life, but Jesus is
standing at the front teaching us.” When have you experienced a difficult class in the
school of life, and how did your faith guide you through?

4, “Arbeit Macht Frei!" (work will save you) was posted on the gate leading into
Ravensbruck concentration camp. In what ways do you hear this same message in
our world today? How can we reorder our desires, goals, and calendars so our primary
focus isn't work but accomplishing God'’s purposes as we go about our daily lives?

5. Where do you feel a conflict between your desires and passions versus God's will for
your life? Are there places now where the Lord is asking you to let go of what you
want and lean into what He has for you?

6. Read Isaiah 55:8-9 again. Give an example of when you needed to lean into the truth
of that scripture.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, | stand in Your presence and acknowledge my dependence upon You. |
turn my heart, my face, and my life over to You. Bring transformation to my life and open my
heart and mind to see Your truth and to seek Your ways. | surrender my will to Yours. May my
deepest desire be for Your purposes and not my own. May every demonic power and
principality working against Your plans be stopped, and may the truth of God flourish in my
life, my community, and across the world. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Dig Deeper

If you're ready to explore this topic even more, we've assembled some resources to help you
here: wochurch.org/overcoming

Some of the script includes excerpts or paraphrases from A Prisoner and Yet... by Corrie ten Boom and
published by CLC Publications, Fort Washington, PA. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
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