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Small Group Discussion Guide 
Let’s Be — “God Smart” — Abundance & Poverty 
August 31, 2026 
 

Find this week’s sermons and sermon outlines on the World Outreach Church YouTube channel: 
youtube.com/@worldoutreachchurch 
- 
Read 2 Chronicles 9:22–25, 27–28 aloud. 
 
Solomon was one of the wealthiest and wisest people who ever lived. Scripture tells us kings from around 
the world came to hear the wisdom God had placed in his heart, bringing gifts of silver, gold, spices, horses, 
and other valuable possessions. Solomon’s life demonstrates that God has a great deal to say about 
wisdom, work, wealth, poverty, and how we use our resources. The goal is not simply to become wealthy 
and successful on the world’s terms, but to become “God smart”—learning to make wise choices that 
consistently honor God. 
 

• What does being “God smart” with your time, money, and resources mean to you? 

I. Big Picture 
Read Proverbs 10:22, Proverbs 22:1, and Proverbs 30:8 aloud. 

Proverbs teaches that our choices and actions matter, and Scripture encourages us to develop habits that 
align with God’s wisdom. Proverbs says that a good name is more valuable than great riches and teaches us 
to seek contentment with God’s daily provision. Biblical wisdom does not promise that every faithful person 
will become wealthy, nor does it say that every person experiencing poverty is personally responsible for it. 
Instead, Proverbs identifies patterns of behavior that can contribute to either abundance or hardship. The 
bigger goal is to learn to trust God, work faithfully, live righteously, and handle whatever resources we have 
in a way that honors the Lord. 
 

• How does Proverbs challenge the way you define success, wealth, and contentment? What 
would it look like for you to handle what God has given you with greater wisdom and 
intentionality? 
 

II. Compare & Contrast 
Read Proverbs 11:24, Proverbs 10:4, Proverbs 13:22, Proverbs 28:19, and Proverbs 13:21 aloud. 

Proverbs repeatedly compares behaviors and their likely outcomes. Our financial lives are often shaped by 
our habits, and Proverbs warns us against laziness, poor choices, excessive pleasure, and stinginess. In 
contrast, Proverbs shows us that generosity, wisdom, and righteousness can contribute to a healthy and 
fruitful life. This does not mean every poor person is lazy or every wealthy person is righteous, since 
circumstances beyond our control can affect our finances. What Proverbs challenges us to do is focus on 
the choices and attitudes we can control. 
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• Why do you think Proverbs places such a strong emphasis on both generosity and hard work? 
 

• When have you experienced someone’s generosity, and how did that impact you? 
 

A. Poverty 
Read Proverbs 6:10–11, Proverbs 13:18, Proverbs 22:16, Proverbs 5:8–10, Proverbs 28:8, Proverbs 21:17, and 
Proverbs 28:22 aloud. 

Proverbs warns about behaviors that can move a person toward financial hardship. Laziness and an 
unwillingness to work can eventually produce scarcity. Refusing discipline or correction can prevent us from 
learning from our mistakes. Pursuing pleasure at the expense of responsibility can consume resources, 
while stinginess can create a mindset that is always trying to get more without being willing to give. Scripture 
also warns against exploiting others or using unfair financial practices to increase personal wealth. Wisdom 
requires recognizing destructive patterns before they become destructive outcomes.  
 

• Which of the behaviors described in Proverbs can most easily lead a person toward financial 
difficulty? 
 

• What is the difference between having all you want versus having all you need? 
 

• When has the Lord provided for you in unexpected ways? 
 

B. Abundance 
Read Proverbs 3:9–10, Proverbs 8:18–21, Proverbs 22:4, Proverbs 24:25, Proverbs 13:21, Proverb 12:14, Proverbs 
14:4, and Proverbs 25:21–22 aloud. 

Biblical abundance is bigger than having a large bank account. God is not simply interested in what we have 
but in who we are becoming and what we do with what He gives us. Whether we have much or little, we can 
honor God by giving generously, avoiding destructive financial choices, pursuing wisdom, treating people 
justly, and trusting God for our provision. The ultimate measure of success is not how much we accumulate 
but how faithfully we manage what God has placed in our hands. 

• What is the difference between biblical abundance and worldly wealth? 
 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we choose to submit ourselves to You and accept Your Word as the guiding values and principles of 
our lives. Holy Spirit, help us and give us an understanding heart and listening ears. Give us an awareness beyond 
ourselves. Lord, may we encourage one another to choose godliness. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
Assignment: 
Build your wisdom by reading one chapter of Proverbs each day. For example, if it’s the 1st day of the month, read 
Proverbs 1. If it’s the 15th day of the month, read Proverbs 15. If it’s the 23rd day of the month, read Proverbs 23. 
Repeating this simple practice, month after month, will strengthen your faith, wisdom, and character in  
unexpected ways. 
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