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Small Group Discussion Guide 
Culture & Christianity 2026 
September 20, 2026 
 

Find this week’s sermons and sermon outlines on the World Outreach Church YouTube channel: 
youtube.com/@worldoutreachchurch 
- 
I. Observations 

A. Express a Genuine Love and Respect for the Lord 
Read Acts 4:18–20, Revelation 2:3–4, and Matthew 7:21 aloud. 

As Christians, our relationship with Jesus should shape the way we see and respond to the culture around 
us. When Jesus is at the center of our lives, it becomes difficult to hide Him. Our personal and professional 
values, our decisions, and even the way we respond to difficult cultural issues should be influenced by our 
relationship with Christ and our understanding of Scripture. 

In Acts, Peter and John were commanded not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. Their response was 
clear: “We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”  Their faith was not something 
they could simply set aside when it became uncomfortable. They respected God more than they  
feared people. 

“The problem with fearing people rather than God is you would more readily offend God than the person in 
front of you, and that is a problem.” — John Lovell, Army Ranger 

• What does it look like for Jesus to genuinely be at the center of our lives rather than simply being 
part of our lives?  
 

• Why can we sometimes be more concerned about what people think of us than what God thinks of 
us? How can we overcome this tendency? 
 

B. What Can We Do? … We Know a Lot to Do! 
Read James 1:22 and Luke 6:46–48 aloud. 

James 1:22 says, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” Most of 
us have heard plenty of sermons and Bible lessons. The question is not how much truth we know, but how 
much the truth we know is reflected in our daily lives. 

Living out our faith begins in ordinary places. We can honor God by keeping the Sabbath holy, honoring our 
parents, teaching our children biblical values, and making time around the kitchen table to talk about faith. 
We can read, learn, listen, participate in our communities, and respectfully engage in important 
conversations about education and culture. 
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We can also be involved in the civic responsibilities we have been given, including voting. We can befriend 
the Jewish people and advocate for the right of Israel to exist. Our political choices should be informed by 
our biblical values. We can disagree with others politically while still seeking to honor Christ and treat others 
with respect. 

“In marriage ceremonies, the minister says, ‘Speak now or forever hold your peace.’ Your silence is consent. 
The Church has been consenting to evil for a long time because it’s been silent.” — Pastor Rob McCoy 

• James 1:22 challenges us to “do” what God’s Word says. What is one area where you or someone 
you know has moved from simply knowing biblical truth to putting it into practice?  
 

C. Given: There Will Be “Push Back” 
Read Matthew 19:29 and Matthew 10:34–39 aloud. 

Following Jesus does not guarantee that everyone will understand or agree with us. There will be opposition. 
Not everyone will take the same journey with us, and sometimes our faith may create tension in friendships, 
workplaces, or even within families. 

Following Christ may sometimes mean being in the minority. It may cost us opportunities, followers, 
friendships, or our reputations. Christians around the world have even lost their lives because of their faith. 
Jesus never promised that following Him would always be easy. Instead, He called us to take up our crosses 
and follow Him. 

The challenge for us is to remain faithful without becoming angry, belligerent, or violent toward those who 
disagree with us. We can stand firmly for what we believe while still treating people with dignity and love.  

• What kinds of “push back” might Christians experience when they choose to live according to their 
faith? How can we respond without becoming angry or discouraged?  
 

• Jesus warned that following Him can come with a cost. What helps us remain faithful when 
following Jesus becomes uncomfortable or costly?  
 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, help us to love You wholeheartedly and allow Your Word to guide the way we live and 
respond to the world around us. Give us the courage to stand firmly for Your truth and never be ashamed to 
be known as followers of Jesus Christ. When following You comes with a cost, remind us that You are worth 
every sacrifice. Help us faithfully represent You in our homes, our communities, our workplaces, and 
throughout our culture. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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