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Find this week’s sermons and sermon outlines on the World Outreach Church YouTube channel:
youtube.com/@worldoutreachchurch

Following Jesus does not exempt us from opposition—it often invites it. Throughout the New Testament, we
see that suffering for Christ is not a sign of defeat but often evidence that we are faithfully following Him.
Jesus never promised an easy road, but He did promise His presence, His power, and ultimate victory.

l. Jesus, Bore Our Punishment (Suffering)
Read 1 Peter 2:20-25, Luke 22:15, Philippians 3:10-11, and Acts 5:41 aloud.

Peter reminds us that Jesus' suffering had two purposes: He suffered for us, bearing the punishment for our
sins so that we could be restored to God, and He suffered before us, providing the perfect example of how to
respond to injustice with faith, humility, and trust in the Father. Rather than retaliating or seeking revenge,
Jesus remained faithful, and His followers are called to do the same. Paul longed to know Christ not only in
the power of His resurrection but also in sharing His sufferings, and the apostles rejoiced when they were
counted worthy to suffer for His name. The Christian life is not about avoiding hardship but about faithfully
following Christ through it.

e Peter says that Jesus suffered both for us and as an example for us. How should those two
truths shape the way Christ-followers respond to suffering or opposition?

e What are some forms of opposition we commonly face today that may not look like persecu-
tion but still challenge our faith?

Il. We Will Not Stop
Read Acts 4:18-20, Ephesians 6:10-13, and Hebrews 13:5-6 aloud.

Peter and John refused to let opposition silence their witness, declaring, "We cannot help speaking about
what we have seen and heard." Their example teaches us that believers are called to be submitted, not pas-
sive. Biblical submission never requires compromising God's truth; instead, it means standing firm in obedi-
ence while responding with humility and respect.

Paul reminds us that our real battle is not against people but against spiritual forces, and those battles often
appear as fear, discouragement, conflict, or doubt. Like Gideon facing an overwhelming army or Martha
standing before Lazarus' tomb, we are challenged to trust God's promises rather than our circumstances.
Because God has promised, "Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you," we can face every challenge
with confidence, choosing faith over fear and believing that He will accomplish what seems impossible.



e Acts 4 shows Peter and John being submitted to authority while refusing to compromise
God's commands. How can we demonstrate that same balance in our culture?

e Why do you think spiritual battles often disguise themselves as ordinary circumstances
such as fear, discouragement, conflict, or doubt? What does Scripture say about overcoming
these battles?

lll. “Help Me Overcome My Unbelief!”

Read Mark 9:14-29 aloud.

The father who cried, "l do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" reminds us that Jesus welcomes
honest faith, even when itis imperfect. True faith is not the absence of doubt but bringing our doubts to
Christ and trusting Him. Jesus also taught that some victories come only through prayer, reminding us that
spiritual strength is found in dependence on God, not self-confidence. Because Christ has already
overcome sin, death, and the powers of darkness, we refuse to let opposition define us and continue moving
forward in faith.

e The fatherin Mark 9 prayed, "l do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" What area of your
life is challenging your faith right now? Where do you need to pray that same honest prayer,
asking God to strengthen your trust in Him?

Proclamation - Read aloud as a group.

We have cast our lot with the Prince of Peace.

We have yielded our will to the Lord of lords.

We are servants of the King.

We reflect the beauty of the Lily of the Valley.

We stand in the strength of the Lion of Judah.

We live in health through the Great Physician.

Our needs are met because He is our Abundance.

We know our path because we follow the Great Shepherd.

We are participants in the Kingdom of God because we found THE Door.
We are righteous because of His sacrifice.

We have taken hold of true life because He is risen.

His name is Jesus of Nazareth. He is Christ, our Lord, and our King.
WE WILL NOT STOP.
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