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Prayer and God’s Power
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Find this week’s sermons and sermon outlines on the World Outreach Church YouTube channel:
youtube.com/@worldoutreachchurch

Throughout Scripture, God's power is often demonstrated in response to the prayers of His people. Hezekiah prayed and
God intervened; Peter cried out and Jesus rescued him. While prayer does not earn God's power, it positions us to receive
and participate in what God wants to do in our lives. If prayer is absent in our lives, the power of God is likely absent, too—
not because God is powerless, but because we have neglected one of the primary ways He works in and through us. A
powerless Christian life is often connected to a prayerless Christian life. If we desire to experience more of God's presence
and power, we must become people of prayer.

|. Prayer, Spiritual Forces Collide
A. “Because You Prayed”

Isaiah 37:21 (NIV®)
"This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Because you have prayed to me concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria..."

2 Kings 20:5 (NIV®)
"I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; | will heal you."

Hezekiah understood the power of prayer. When adversity and threats seemed overwhelming, he didn’t just rely on himself.
He went to the temple, prayed, and sought God—and God responded. Prayers create a collision between earthly
circumstances and spiritual forces, inviting God's intervention into our lives.

¢ What stands out to you the most from the stories of Hezekiah? Why do you think God emphasizes the phrase,
"Because you have prayed"?

B. Simple Prayers

Many people feelintimidated by prayer because they think they need the right words. Yet some of the most powerful
prayers in Scripture are extremely simple. When Peter began sinking in the water, he cried out: “Lord, save me!" Matthew
14:30 (NIV®). The psalmists prayed: "O Lord, save me!" Psalm 40:13 (NIV®).

These prayers were not lengthy or eloquent. They were sincere and dependent upon God. Start inviting God into the midst of
your life. Sometimes our most meaningful prayers sound like, "Lord, help me." "Father, give me wisdom." "God, | need
Your mercy." "Thank You for Your goodness."

* How do Peter's simple words, "Lord, save me," encourage you in your own prayer life? What simple prayer do you
need to pray today?



ll. Ways to Pray
A. Learners

Luke 11:1-2 (NIV®)

10ne day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray,
just as John taught his disciples.” 2He said to them, “When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come.’”

The disciples had watched Jesus perform miracles, teach crowds, and demonstrate incredible authority. Yet they
specifically asked Him to teach them how to pray. No one begins as an expertin prayer. Every believer is a learner.

¢ What is one practical step you can take this week to strengthen your prayer life?

B. Prayer, Spiritual Engagement

¢ Read Matthew 9:1-8 and Mark 1:23-27 together as a group.

In these passages, Jesus demonstrates His authority over both physical and spiritual needs. He forgives and heals a
paralyzed man and commands an evil spirit to leave, showing that all things are subject to His power. As believers, we often
try to tell God how He should answer our prayers, but these stories remind us to trust His wisdom and authority. As
ambassadors of God's Kingdom, our role is to represent Him faithfully and trust Him to work according to His purposes.

¢ Why do you think we sometimes try to tell God how He should answer our prayers instead of trusting His authority
and wisdom?

* What does it look like to live as an ambassador of God's Kingdom in your daily life, trusting Jesus to work through
you and around you?

C. General and Specific

Ephesians 6:18 (NIV®)
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep
on praying for all the Lord’s people.

D. A Portfolio of Prayers
¢ Read Mark 2:11-12 and Mark 4:39-41 together as a group.

During Jesus' ministry, prayer was consistently connected to God's power and authority. Just as a healthy financial portfolio
contains different investments, a healthy prayer life includes different kinds, types, and directions of prayers, including
prayers for healing, repentance, forgiveness, deliverance, thanksgiving, provision, blessings, and more.

¢ Which type of prayer from the "portfolio of prayers" comes most naturally to you? Which one needs more
attention?

¢ Share a time when you saw God answer a prayer, provide guidance, or work in a situation after you prayed.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for hearing our prayers and inviting us into a relationship with You. Teach us to pray with faith,
confidence, and perseverance. Help us trust that You are working, even when we cannot see immediate results. Strengthen
our prayer lives and deepen our dependence upon You. May we become people who seek You first in every circumstance.
In Jesus' name, amen.
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