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One Nation, Under God
A Price?!

The best pathway forward for our nation is to recognize we rest under God’s authority. If we imagine ourselves to be a nation without
God’s authority, we’ll  lose the liberties and freedoms that originated from God, Himself. We can only make withdrawals from the
sacrifices of previous generations for so long before we become bankrupt—morally,  socially,  economically,  and in our faith. Every
generation must make a choice for themselves, and in many segments of our culture—even in the Church—there's a tremendous
reluctance today to say something as simple as “God bless America”—as if it’s inappropriate. Well, how else do we imagine we'll find a
better future? We live in a remarkable nation that’s blessed by God. What if we began to act like what God said about us could shape
our future? That will take a new plan, new habits, new heroes, and a new imagination of the price of freedom and liberty. 

_________________________

Equity is getting a lot of play recently. It’s the idea that everyone gets an equal outcome—not an equal opportunity, which is 
equality. An equal outcome is equity—and both biblically and ideologically, it's a false construct. It's also not an idea that is 
supported by reality. Equal outcomes require stealing.

1. Equity refers to equal outcomes for all. In what ways has our culture been manipulated to embrace equity? How has 

this diminished us, as a society?

I. REVIEW
Hebrews 11:32-33 (The Message®) 32  I could go on and on, but I've run out of time. There are so many more—Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, the prophets. … 33 Through acts of faith, they toppled kingdoms, made justice
work, took the promises for themselves. 

Ephesians 3:20 (The Message ®)  God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or guess or
request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and
gently within us.

2.  Share how God gently showed up in your life in a place or in a way that you weren’t expecting.

“Hero-isms”
1. Heroes have unique abilities that separate them from the rest of us.
2. Heroes are never weighed down by the mundane problems of life.
3. Heroes always have a clear sense of good & evil. 
4. Heroes always want to do the right thing.
5. Heroes have heroic lives.

3. Name someone (alive or dead) who you consider to be a hero. What characteristics do they demonstrate in their life?

II. A PRICE . . .
Luke 14:28–33 28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if
he has enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will
ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or suppose a king is about to go to war
against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the
one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long
way off and will ask for terms of peace. 

“33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.”

Luke 9:22–24 22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and
teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 23 Then he said to them all: “If anyone
would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.”

A. Abram

Genesis 12:1-3 1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household
and go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your



name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

  
B. Paul

2 Timothy 4:6-22  6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my
departure. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store
for me the crown of righteousness … 9 Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for Demas, because he loved this
world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 11

Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 12 I sent
Tychicus to Ephesus.  13 When you come, bring the cloak that I  left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls,
especially the parchments.

14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15

You too should be on your guard against him, because he strongly opposed our message.  16 At my first
defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. 17 But the
Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and
all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every
evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. … 21 Do
your best to get here before winter … 22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.  

4. Describe a time when you made a decision to honor and serve the Lord, persevered, yet found yourself alone or in 

difficult circumstances. How would you encourage someone in that situation?

III. ADVERSITY, ADVERSARIES, & ANTAGONISTS
A. The Most Consistent Characteristic of Heroes –– Great Opponents

2 Corinthians 11:23-29  23  I  have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently,  been flogged more
severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 24  Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes
minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a
night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in
danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in
danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers.

 27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often
gone without food; I have been cold and naked.  28  Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my
concern for all the churches.

B. Adversaries Accomplish . . .
1. Adversaries prepare us for useful service.  (Joseph)
2. Adversaries expose our fears.  (Moses)
3. Adversaries elevate us to a new level of trust and faith.  (Esther)
4. Adversaries define our progress.   (David)

C. The benefit of adversity is realized in the victory!

Revelation 3:12 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. 

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my dear brothers,  stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

5. How does facing adversity, adversaries, or antagonists help you grow in your spiritual life?

6. Read the below Proclamation as a blessing over each other in your group.

PROCLAMATION 
May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord

Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip (you) with everything good for doing His will, and may He work in

(you) what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (from Heb 13:20-

21)
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