Unit 34: The Church on Mission

Unit Description: Paul continued on his missionary journeys, encountering opposition
yet finding new opportunities to proclaim the risen Christ. As missionary efforts
continued, the church sought to protect its doctrine and demonstrate the power of the
gospel through righteous living so others might trust in Christ.

Big Picture Question: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make
disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

SESSION 1: The Church Met Together
Acts 15

SESSION 2: Paul and Silas Started Churches
Acts 15-18

SESSION 3: Paul Visited the Churches
Acts 18-21

SESSION 4: We Are Here to Glorify God
Romans 15
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UNIT 34 | SESSION 2

PAUL AND SILAS STARTED
CHURCHES

ACTS 15-18

KEY PASSAGE:
Psalm 96:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

CHRIST CONNECTION:

Lydia, the jailer, and many others heard the gospel and were saved. They were
willing to listen and believe in Jesus. Paul and other apostles preached the
same message to all people: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”
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B LEADER Bible Study

In today’s passages, we read how Paul
began his second missionary journey,
bringing Silas with him to share the good
news from Philippi down to Corinth. In our
last session, we saw that the salvation of the
Gentiles was due to their faith alone. Today,
we're reading a step further as these two
apostles began sharing Christ’s message of
freedom with Gentiles from varying walks
of life.

What can today’s reading teach us about
the salvation found only in Jesus?

One notion we keep seeing throughout
these passages of Scripture is the freedom
found in Jesus. Jesus sets us free from the
condemnation of our sin and the reality of
eternity spent separated from God.

Jesus’ gift of saving faith and freedom
does not come from following rules nor from
meeting the criteria of the world; rather, it’s
the simple act of believing in Jesus’ sacrifice
on our behalf, that we would be made right
before God the Father. We see from the story
of Lydia, a woman of influence whose heart
was opened by Paul’s words of salvation.

She was a woman who had the riches of
the world, yet knew she needed salvation
that could only be found in Jesus. Another
key figure in this passage is the jailer, a
hardworking man on the verge of taking

his own life. He recognized the power and
freedom of God on display inside the jail,
which ignited the desire to be saved.

The missionary journeys of Paul and Silas
were birthed out of their own experience
of freedom found in Christ. They had been
called by God, empowered by His Spirit, and
sent forth to share the good news of freedom
from sin found in Christ Jesus. This freedom
was so profound that they risked their lives
so others could hear and believe. May you
believe in the power of the same God who
has equipped you with the same simple
message of salvation. Lead boys and girls
through your faith in the risen Savior who
desires that all would
believe, just as the men
and women in today’s
story did.

EVENTS TO
KNOW

Paul’s Second Journey:
Paul visited churches
he established on

his first journey. He
also started new
evangelistic efforts in
Philippi, Thessalonica,
Berea, Athens, and
Corinth.
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PREPARE

PRIOR TO TEACHING THE SESSION

B GATHER Supplies

Keep a regular supply of the following items available at all times: Bibles, pens or pencils,

markers, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, glue or tape, paper.

Activity Page
[]“Paul’s Second
Missionary Journey”
activity page

(S1e)

LEARN

Introduce the Session
[[] countdown video

LOVE

Review & Bible skills
[]Small Group Timeline
and Map Set

Big Picture Question
9 Q [Jworld map

[ Big Picture Question
Session Starter (Option 1) Poster
[] construction papers,

Review the Timeline
4 separate colors

[[]Giant Timeline
Session Starter (Option 2)
[l paper chains, 1 per
pair

Tell the Bible Story

[J“Paul and Silas
Started Churches”
video

[IBible Story Picture
Poster

[Jlarge poster paper
(optional)

Questions from Kids
[J“Unit 34, Session 2”
questions from kids
video

Missions Moment
[ “send Relief Chicago”
missions video

Key Passage Activity
[JKey Passage Poster
[]“His Glory Among the

Nations

(Psalm 96:3)” song
[Jworship song of your

choice (optional)
[Jposter papers, 2
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Activity Choice (Option 1)
[Ibasket or box, 1 per
team
[Jballs, 1 per team

Activity Choice (Option 2)
[ sticky notes

Journal and Prayer
[JJournal Page
[1“Message of

Salvation” activity
page



WELCOME

) WELCOME Kids

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance
sheets, build relationships, and help new kids connect to your group.

| say

@ ACTIVITY PAGE (5 minutes)

Who are people that you listen to? Why do you trust their words?

Invite kids to complete “Paul’s Second Missionary Journey” on the activity page.

SAY God sent Paul to share the good news throughout the world. Today, we will learn that many
were willing to listen to Paul’s words and believe in Jesus.

@ SESSION STARTER (10 minutes)

Ol

[] OPTION 1: TowN TO TOWN 53

ARE?

Before the session, gather four colors

of construction paper and write one of

the following towns on each one: Philippi,
Thessalonica, Athens, Corinth. Tape each paper
to different walls in the room. Instruct kids
to stand in the middle of the room. Choose
one kid to be the “caller” and direct him to
close his eyes. Prompt kids to stand at any
of the town signs. Count down from three.
Then tell the “caller” to keep his eyes closed
and call out one of the towns while his eyes
remain closed. Kids who are at that town
are out. Lead the remaining kids to return
to the middle and repeat the game until one
or two kids remain.

and Silas visited on their second missionary
journey. We'll learn how Paul and Silas
preached the good news to all who would
listen. We'll also learn how they endured
suffering for sharing the gospel.

SAY Each of these towns is a location Paul

[] OPTION 2: EARTHQUAKE!

Before the session, create paper chains for
each pair of kids. Consider making each
chain about six or seven links long. Form
kids into pairs and provide each pair with
a paper chain. Direct pairs to each use one
hand to hold on to an end of the chain.
Explain that kids must hold on to their
chains and walk in a circle at the center

of the room. Tell kids that when you yell
“earthquake,” pairs will let go of the chains
and run to a corner of the room. Partners
must go to the same corner. Consider
assigning each pair a corner to run to. The
last pair to reach a corner is out. Repeat as
time allows or until one pair remains.

SAY Today, we will learn how Paul and his
friend Silas were arrested for sharing the good
news. During the night, an earthquake shook
the jail and their chains broke. Let’s get ready
to hear what happened to the jailer who was
with them.

Transition from WELCOME to LEARN @
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LEARN

THE STORY OF THE GOSPEL

I INTRODUCE the Bible Story

© INTRODUCE THE SESSION (3 minutes)

Show the countdown video as you transition to introduce the Bible story. Set it to end as the
session begins.

SAY ' | Good morning, my name is [your name]. Today, we are going to learn more about Paul
and Silas from the book of Acts. If you have your Bible, hold it up high and turn to Acts. [Distribute
Bibles to kids who need one.]

Paul had been called as a missionary to share the good news with Jews and Gentiles. God also
chose other men to help Paul on this mission. Silas and Timothy also desired to obey God and tell
others about Jesus. Today, we will learn about Paul’s second missionary journey and how he started
churches in new towns.

© BIG PICTURE QUESTION (1 minute)

SAY ' | Last week, we learned our big picture question. Do you remember it? [Allow responses.]
What is our mission as Christians? Does anyone remember the answer? [Allow responses.] Our
mission is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Every Christian is called to the mission to make disciples of all nations. We don’t have to be a
pastor or a missionary to tell others the good news and help them learn to follow Jesus. And we
don’t have to complete this mission in our own power. God gives believers the Holy Spirit to help us
with this mission. Today, we will see how the apostle Paul obeyed the mission given by Jesus and
how the Holy Spirit helped him share the gospel.

© REVIEW THE TIMELINE (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as you review.

SAY Last week, we learned how the Jewish believers met together to decide if Gentiles were
saved by faith alone, or if they needed to do more. Do you remember what they agreed to? [Allow
responses.] The early church leaders agreed that all people are saved by faith in Jesus. We cannot
earn our salvation by following the law or obeying God.

Paul was at the meeting, and he shared how God was saving the Gentiles. After the meeting, Paul
traveled to many cities to share the gospel. Today, we will learn where Paul traveled to and who he
shared the good news of Jesus with.
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LEARN

THE STORY OF THE GOSPEL

I LEARN the Bible Story

© TELL THE BIBLE STORY: VIDEO OR STORYTELLER (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 15-18. Use the Bible storytelling tips to help you tell
the story, or show the Bible story video “Paul and Silas Started Churches.” Use
the bold text to retell or review the story.

PAUL AND SILAS STARTED CHURCHES

The good news about Jesus was spreading. Paul and his friends Silas and
Timothy traveled together and shared the gospel wherever God led them. At
the city of Philippi, they went to the river to pray. Some women were there, and
Paul started talking to them. A woman named Lydia, who sold purple cloth, was
listening. Lydia was a worshiper of the one true God, and God helped her believe
what Paul was saying. Lydia and everyone in her house was baptized.

Another day, a servant girl met Paul and Silas. She had a spirit in her that
allowed her to predict the future. The girl followed Paul and Silas, shouting, “These
men are servants of the Most High God!” Paul finally turned and said to the spirit
in her, “1 command you in the name of Jesus to come out of her!” And the spirit
came out right away.

Now the girl’s owners were upset because she could no longer tell the future
and make money for them. They grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them to the
authorities. The officials put Paul and Silas in jail.

About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs to God. Suddenly,
an earthquake shook the jail. The doors flew open, and all the prisoners’ chains
came loose. The jailer woke up and thought the prisoners had escaped, so he
took out his sword and was about to kill himself.

“Don’t hurt yourself!” Paul said. “We are all here!”

The jailer was surprised that the prisoners were still there. This led him to
believe in the power of God. The jailer took Paul and Silas outside. “Men, what must
1 do to be saved?” he asked.

They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” The jailer and
everyone in his household believed and were baptized. Later that day, Paul and
Silas were set free.

Paul and Silas went to Thessalonica and told people about Jesus. Some of the
people believed, but others were upset. Then Paul and Silas went to Berea. They
were welcomed there until people from Thessalonica came and caused trouble for
them.

Paul went to Athens and told the people about the one true God. Paul said
that God wants everyone in the world to turn away from their sin and turn to Him.
When the people heard about Jesus being raised from the dead, some of them

Paul and Silas Started Churches | 21

STORYTELLING TIPS

Repeat it: Invite kids
to repeat the answer to
the question the jailer
asked Paul: “Believe in
the Lord Jesus and you
will be saved.”

Simulate it: Shake a
large piece of poster
board to simulate
the sound of an
earthquake.



LEARN

THE STORY OF THE GOSPEL

laughed; however, some people believed in Jesus.

Then, Paul went to Corinth. He met a husband and wife named Aquila and Priscilla. They
were tentmakers like Paul, so they worked together.

Christ Connection: Lydia, the jailer, and many others heard the gospel and were saved. They were
willing to listen and believe in Jesus. Paul and other apostles preached the same message to all people:
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”

©® REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY | | Paul was led by the Holy Spirit to go to many new towns and reach more people for Jesus.
Everywhere he went, he proclaimed the good news. Many people listened to Paul’s words and
believed in Jesus. Did everyone believe in Jesus? Look at Acts 17:32-34. [Choose a volunteer to
read aloud Acts 17:32-34.] While many were saved, not everyone who heard the gospel believed.
Some even mocked it. Paul didn’t let this stop him from sharing. We can remember that it’s not our
responsibility to save people, but to be faithful to obey the mission God has given us by sharing the
gospel. Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Paul and Silas ended up in jail when, through Jesus’ power, they healed the servant girl of an evil
spirit. Paul and Silas praised God, even while they were in jail. God was with Paul and Silas and
freed them through a powerful earthquake. The jailer recognized God’s power and asked how he
could be saved. What did Paul tell the jailer that he must do to be saved? Look at Acts 16:31-34.
[Choose a volunteer to read aloud Acts 16:31-34.] Paul said he must believe in the Lord Jesus and
he will be saved. This is true for every person. God saves us from our sins when we put our faith in
Jesus.

© CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY Lydia, the jailer, and many others heard the gospel and were saved. They were willing
to listen and believe in Jesus. Paul and other apostles preached the same message to all people:
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”

(Tip: Use Scripture and the Gospel Plan Poster to explain how to become a Christian. Make
sure kids know when and where they can ask questions.)

@ QUESTIONS FROM KIDS (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 34, Session 2” questions from kids video. Prompt kids to discuss:
1. How does someone become a Christian?

2. Why is believing in Jesus the only way people can be saved?
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LEARN

THE STORY OF THE GOSPEL

© MISSIONS MOMENT (3 minutes)

SAY Send Relief is a ministry that helps with community needs such as helping people

affected by natural disasters, providing support to refugees, and giving to people in difficult
situations. Chicago has a Send Relief Ministry Center that focuses its help in low-income, high-need
neighborhoods. The organization wants to meet the needs of the people, tell them about Jesus, and
help improve the community. The Ministry Center is in an area known for violence, drugs, and other
issues. The center offers counseling, youth camps and sports leagues, and care for refugees.

Play the missions video. Pray for more people and churches to take mission trips to help the
Ministry Center’s work in Chicago and in other areas of North America. Pray for Jason and
his team working in the Chicago Ministry Center.

O KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Psalm 96:3 together.
SAY God is so good! He deserves all glory, all praise, and all honor. By sharing the gospel with
others, like Paul, we can help people see how Jesus saves them from their sin.

Form kids into two teams and tape two pieces of poster paper to a wall. Provide the first kid
from each team with a marker. On your start, lead the first kid from each team to write the
first word of the key passage on the paper and then run back to their team. Send remaining
kids one at a time as they write the words of the key passage in the correct order. The first
team to complete the key passage wins.

Lead kids to sing “His Glory Among the Nations (Psalm 96:3).” You may also choose to sing
a worship song of your choice.

@ PRAY (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before transitioning to Love.

SAY ' | God, we thank You that the gospel is for everyone. Thank You for making the way for
anyone to be saved through faith in Jesus. We love You. Amen.

Transition from LEARN to LOVE @9
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LOVE

THE GOD OF THE GOSPEL

LOVE Cod by Applying the Story

REVIEW & BIBLE SKILLS (5 minutes)

Distribute Bibles and display the New Testament Mediterranean Map. Guide kids to open their
Bibles to Acts 17. Tell kids that our Bible story today tells us about Paul’s second missionary
journey. List some of the places Paul traveled and consider pointing to them on the New
Testament Mediterranean Map: Philippi (B5), Thessalonica (C5), Berea (C5), Athens (D5),
Corinth (D4). Invite kids to trace the journey Paul traveled on the map.

Consider comparing the New Testament Mediterranean Map to a modern-day map to help
kids understand where these stories took place. (Tip: Locate the areas in and around modern-
day Greece.) Choose a volunteer to read aloud Acts 17:10-12.

SAY Paul didn’t let the Jews of Thessalonica keep him from continuing his missionary journey.
After he left Thessalonica, Paul went to Berea where people were willing to listen and search the
Scriptures. As a result, many were saved.

Not everyone will be eager to hear the gospel and examine its truth. Some will reject the truth of
the gospel and be hard-hearted to Jesus. Yet, we can follow the example of Paul and share the good
news as we point people to the truth of God’s Word.

GROUP DISCUSSION (10 minutes)

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss.

| SAY  Are we responsible for how people respond to the gospel? Why not?

Help kids understand that only God can save. Discuss how God calls Christians to tell others
about Him just like Paul did, but we aren’t responsible for the outcome. Encourage kids to
continue sharing the good news, trusting that God will save.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 10:14.)

SAY Paul and Silas didn’t run out of prison after the earthquake. How do you think this helped
the jailer believe in Jesus?

Discuss how trusting in Jesus gives us courage in scary situations because we know that
death is not the end. Tell kids that the jailer recognized Paul and Silas’ faith in Jesus when
they chose to stay in jail and how only the power of God could give such courage.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Phil. 1:20.)

SAY  Paul shared the gospel with all kinds of people, many who were different from him. Why
does the gospel reach the hearts of many different people?

Remind kids that all people are sinners who need to be saved. Discuss how no matter where
someone is from or what that person has done, only the gospel brings the good news
that saves.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 2 Cor. 2:14-16.)

Transition from LOVE to LIVE @Q@
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LIVE

THE MISSION OF THE GOSPEL

- LIVE the Mission

@ ACTIVITY CHOICE (10 minutes)

S

[] OPTION 1: BASKET TOSS ol

Tell kids that Chicago is home to many
sports teams including basketball. Explain
that they will work together to play a
variation of basketball.

Depending on the size of your group,
form kids into two or three teams. Lead
each team to form a single file line. At the
start of each line, place a basket or a box
about 4 to 6 feet away. Provide the last
player of each line with a ball. Explain that
teams will pass the ball down the line to the
final kid who will then shoot the ball into
the basket. Then he will retrieve the ball,
run to the end of the line where the ball will
be passed down the line again, and a new
kid will now shoot the ball.

SAY Basketball is a team sport where
players must work together to win the game.
In a similar way, the people at the Ministry
Center in Chicago work together to help the
people of Chicago and share the gospel so
people can believe in Jesus.

© JOURNAL AND PRAYER (5 minutes)

Ol
I:l OPTION 2: CHRISTIAN MISSION :‘.R;‘,
Before the session, create two sets of sticky
notes, one for each group. On the sticky
notes, write the words of the big picture
question and answer so each group has
a complete set. Once completed, hide the
sticky notes around the room. Form kids
into two groups and challenge the groups
to find a complete set of sticky notes. Once
they find all the words, encourage kids to
assemble the sticky notes in order and read
the big picture question and answer. The
first group to complete the activity wins.

SAY In our story, we learned that Paul and
Silas were on mission to make disciples. Our
mission as Christians is to make disciples
of all nations. This is only possible through
the Holy Spirit who empowers us to obey

and helps us share the good news. We get to
participate in God’s work around the world by
telling others how Jesus saves.

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think about and answer the questions
listed on the page. As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas.

- What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?

- What does the story teach me about myself?

- Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good?

- Are there promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God?

-How does this story help me to live on mission better?

Review the gospel and encourage kids to speak with you or another teacher if they have
questions. Then pray, praising God that He opens hearts to hear and believe in Jesus. As time
allows, lead kids to complete “Message of Salvation” on the activity page.
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JOURNAL PAGE

1. What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?

2. What does this story teach me about myself?

3. Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s

glory and my good?

4. Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help

me trust and love God?

5. How does this story help me to live on mission better?

Unit 34 « Session 2

PAUL AND SILAS STARTED CHURCHES
Acts 15-18

WHAT IS OUR MISSION AS CHRISTIANS?
OUR MISSION IS TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS BY THE POWER
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Paul and his friends traveled together and shared the gospel. At the city
of Philippi, a woman named Lydia was listening. God helped her believe what
Paul was saying. Lydia and everyone in her house was baptized.

Another day, a servant girl had a spirit in her that allowed her to predict
the future. Paul said to the spirit in her, “I command you in the name of Jesus
to come out of her!” And the spirit came out right away. The girl’'s owners
were upset because she could no longer tell the future and make money for
them. Officials put Paul and Silas in jail. Suddenly, an earthquake shook the
jail. All the prisoners’ chains came loose. The jailer woke up and thought the
prisoners had escaped. The jailer was surprised that the prisoners were still
there. “Men, what must I do to be saved?” he asked. They said, “Believe in the
Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” The jailer and everyone in his household
believed and were baptized. Later that day, Paul and Silas were set free.

Paul and Silas went to Thessalonica and told people about Jesus. Some
of the people believed, but others were upset. Then Paul and Silas went to
Berea. Paul went to Athens and told the people about the one true God. When
the people heard about Jesus being raised from the dead, some of them
laughed; however, some people believed in Jesus. Then, Paul went to Corinth.
He met a husband and wife named Aquila and Priscilla. They were tentmakers
like Paul, so they worked together.

Christ Connection: Lydia, the jailer, and many others heard the gospel and were
saved. They were willing to listen and believe in Jesus. Paul and other apostles preached
the same message to all people: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”



Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Read the clues and match them to the symbols on
the map to help you write the names of the cities
Paul and Silas started.

Philippi: In ancient times, this city was
known for its gold mines.

Athens: This was a city that loved arts and
learning.

Corinth: Paul worked in this city as a
tentmaker.

Thessalonica: This city was home to ships.

Berea: The people in this city searched the
Scriptures closely.

i Act 16:31
Messa%e of Salvation | Look up Acts
1

in your Bible. Then write the message of salvation
Paul told the Philippian jailer.

Unit 34, Session 2: Paul and Silas Started Churches
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Paul and Silas
Started Churches

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

- Paul and his friends traveled
to Philippi, Thessalonica,
Berea, Athens, and Corinth
sharing the good news.

- As Paul shared the gospel
with people like Lydia and the
jailer, they trusted in Jesus.
He also cast out a spirit from a
girl in Jesus’ name.

- Some people didn’t like Paul’s
message and caused trouble
for him. But Paul trusted God
and kept sharing the gospel.

CHRIST CONNECTION:

Lydia, the jailer, and many
others heard the gospel and
were saved. They were willing to
listen and believe in Jesus. Paul
and other apostles preached

the same message to all people:
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved.”

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 96:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is our mission as
Christians? Our mission is to
make disciples of all nations by
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 34 . Session 2



