
Unit 34: The Church on Mission

SESSION 1: The Church Met Together
Acts 15

SESSION 2: Paul and Silas Started Churches
Acts 15-18

SESSION 3: Paul Visited the Churches
Acts 18-21

SESSION 4: We Are Here to Glorify God
Romans 15

Unit Description: Paul continued on his missionary journeys, encountering opposition 
yet finding new opportunities to proclaim the risen Christ. As missionary efforts 
continued, the church sought to protect its doctrine and demonstrate the power of the 
gospel through righteous living so others might trust in Christ.

Big Picture Question: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make 
disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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PAUL VISITED THE CHURCHES
A C T S  1 8 – 2 1

KEY PASSAGE:
Psalm 96:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
As Paul traveled on his third missionary journey, he used every opportunity 
to tell people the good news about Jesus and to help the church. Paul was 
dedicated to Jesus, who called him to do the work of sharing the gospel.

Unit 34 • Session 3
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PREPARE 

P R I O R  T O  T E A C H I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
This session, we read of Paul’s 

determination to extend Christ’s invitation 
of faith to non-believers and to deepen the 
faith of those who were believers. No part of 
this third missionary journey proved to be 
easy. Even still, Paul knew his purpose was to 
proclaim the gospel to all who would listen, 
testifying to the grace he’d so freely received.

What propelled Paul forward on his 
voyages, despite the dangers and troubles 
he faced? What drew others to listen to him, 
believing in the gospel he’d committed his 
life to proclaim?

In Acts 18:9, the Lord declared to the 
apostle Paul in a night vision, “Don’t be 
afraid, but keep on speaking and don’t be 
silent…” These words strengthened him 
amidst the legal allegations he faced in 
Corinth and even further as he traveled 
throughout Asia on mission for the gospel. 
It was Paul’s steadfast conviction that made 
others hone in on the words he spoke 
about God’s kingdom. They listened as he 
gave of his time, committing months and 
sometimes even years of his life to growing 
his disciples in the faith. He taught diligently 
and passionately, believing that God would 
be faithful to open the people’s hearts toward 
His truth.

 

Paul faced opposition from idol worshipers 
in Ephesus, as well as from Jews who plotted 
against him as he began to set sail for Syria. 
The gospel was controversial on all sides—for 
all who did not believe Jesus was the only 
way to the one, true God. Even still, God 
protected Paul throughout this journey, and 
the missionary even declared that the value 
of his life could only be found in proclaiming 
Christ’s truth.

Though Paul ventured to so many places, 
met so many people, and experienced so 
many different cultures, it all points back to 
the incredible God who safely led him on this 
journey for the spread of the gospel. Help 
your kids see that we 
serve the same God that 
Paul did, and that He 
is worthy of our trust 
and obedience as we set 
sail on mission—near 
or far—so that others 
would know His saving 
love in Christ. May 
we, too, seize every 
opportunity to share 
His love with all who 
may hear.

EVENTS TO 
KNOW

Paul’s Third Journey: 
Paul traveled through 
various regions, 
including Ephesus, 
preaching and 
performing miracles. 
He continued to 
spread Christianity 
despite opposition.
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a regular supply of the following items available at all times: Bibles, pens or pencils, 
markers, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, glue or tape, paper.

WELCOME

Activity Page
  F “Grow Stronger” 
activity page

Session Starter (Option 1)
  F hula hoop

Session Starter (Option 2)
  F index cards, 14

LEARN

Introduce the Session
  F countdown video

Big Picture Question
  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Review the Timeline
  F Giant Timeline

Tell the Bible Story
  F “Paul Visited the 
Churches” video

  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

  F New Testament 
Mediterranean Map 
(optional)

Questions from Kids
  F “Unit 34, Session 3” 
questions from kids 
video

Missions Moment
  F “Chicago Ministry 
Center Photos” 
printable

Key Passage Activity
  F Key Passage Poster
  F “His Glory Among the 
Nations  
(Psalm 96:3)” song

  F worship song of your 
choice (optional)

LOVE

Review & Bible skills
  F Small Group Timeline 
and Map Set

  F world map

LIVE

Activity Choice (Option 1)
  F balls, 2

Journal and Prayer
  F Journal Page
  F “Big Picture 
Scramble” activity 
page

PREPARE 

P R I O R  T O  T E A C H I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N



Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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WELCOME WELCOME Kids
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 
sheets, build relationships, and help new kids connect to your group.

SAY    Who is someone you know that is very dedicated to something? What is he or she dedicated 
to? 

ACTIVITY PAGE (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Grow Stronger” on the activity page.

SAY    Paul was dedicated to serve God as a missionary. Today, we will learn how he helped 
churches grow stronger in their faith as he went on his third missionary journey. 

SESSION STARTER (10 minutes)

     OPTION 1: KEEP IT GOING            

Lead kids to form a large circle. Provide 
one kid with a hula hoop and instruct him 
to use his arm to hold up the hula hoop. 
Lead kids to all hold hands. Then challenge 
kids to pass the hula hoop around the circle 
while continuing to hold hands. Explain that 
kids can lift their arm up to pass the hula 
hoop to their neighbor and then step out 
of the hula hoop so that the hoop is now 
on their neighbor’s arm. The next kid will 
then have to step in to the hula hoop and 
raise his arm to continue passing the hula 
hoop around the circle. Tell kids that if they 
let go of their neighbor’s hand, they are 
out. Continue until the hula hoop is passed 
around the entire circle. 

SAY    Passing the hula hoop around the 
circle wasn’t always easy, but you worked 
together to keep it going. This reminds me of 
our Bible story. Today, we will learn how Paul 
visited churches and encouraged them to keep 
going in their faith. 

     OPTION 2: FINISH IT

Before the session, write the following 
books of the Bible on individual index cards: 
Mark, John, Romans, 2 Corinthians, Ephesians, 
Colossians, 2 Thessalonians. Create two sets or 
more sets.  

Form kids into two or more groups and 
give each group a set of cards. Lead groups 
to stand at the opposite end of the room 
from you and direct kids to listen for the 
book of the Bible you call out. Direct groups 
to send a kid from their group with the card 
that has the book of the Bible that comes 
after the book you call. For example, if you 
call out “Matthew,” kids should run to you 
with the Mark card. If you call “Acts,” then 
kids should bring you Romans. Repeat until 
one team is the first to finish the books in 
the correct order called.

SAY    It took dedication to finish the books 
of the Bible in the right order. Today, we will 
learn how Paul was dedicated to finish the 
work God had called him to do. Even when 
times were tough, Paul trusted God and was 
faithful to his mission. 

WELCOME
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

INTRODUCE INTRODUCE the Bible Story

INTRODUCE THE SESSION (3 minutes)

Show the countdown video as you transition to introduce the Bible story. Set it to end as the 
session begins.

SAY    Good morning! My name is [your name]. Let’s take out our Bibles and get ready to learn 
more about Paul and his work to teach others about Jesus. Does anyone remember what book of the 
Bible we have been studying? [Allow responses.] Yes, the book of Acts! [Distribute Bibles to kids 
who need one.].

Today, we will learn about Paul’s third missionary journey. Because of how the Holy Spirit 
empowered Paul to be faithful to share the gospel, many churches were started. Let’s get ready to 
hear what happened as Paul traveled to the churches.   

BIG PICTURE QUESTION (1 minute)

SAY    Let’s see if the boys can remember our big picture question together. [Allow boys to 
respond.] What is our mission as Christians? Now, let’s see if the girls can say the answer. [Allow 
girls to respond.] Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

As we hear our story today, I hope you will be encouraged by the life of Paul. Just as God used Paul 
to be on mission, God can use us. We can follow the example of Paul as we remember our mission is 
to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

REVIEW THE TIMELINE (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as you review.

SAY    We have been learning how the early church was on mission to tell all people about Jesus. 
A few weeks ago, we learned about a very important meeting in the early church where they agreed 
that all people are saved by faith in Jesus. Both Jews and Gentiles need to hear the gospel and trust 
in Jesus to be saved. Then we learned that Paul continued the work God gave him to do. Paul was 
a missionary who traveled to many cities sharing the gospel. Today, we will learn about another 
missionary journey Paul took as he traveled to more churches.   
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LEARN LEARN the Bible Story

TELL THE BIBLE STORY: VIDEO OR STORYTELLER (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 18–21. Use the Bible storytelling tips to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “Paul Visited the Churches.” Use the 
bold text to retell or review the story.

PAUL VISITED THE CHURCHES
  Paul visited churches throughout Asia and helped the believers grow stronger in 

their faith. When Paul arrived in the city of Ephesus, he met about twelve men 
who believed in God. They knew about John the Baptist, but they didn’t know 
about Jesus or the Holy Spirit. So Paul told them about Jesus. The men believed 
and were baptized. 

Paul went into the synagogue and spent three months teaching and talking 
about the kingdom of God. Then he spent two years discussing God’s Word 
with those who were interested. God was working through Paul, doing amazing 
miracles. People would carry cloths that had touched Paul to people who were sick, 
and those people were healed. When this happened, even more people believed  
in Jesus. 

Now some people in Ephesus didn’t like what Paul was doing. They didn’t 
like that Paul was teaching that there is one true God, because those people 
worshiped many gods. The crowds shouted and caused trouble for Paul. When 
the crowds finally quieted down, Paul met with some of Jesus’ followers. He 
encouraged them, and then he said goodbye and continued on his journey 
toward Jerusalem. 

One night, Paul met with a group of people to eat the Lord’s Supper. He talked 
to the group until midnight. As Paul spoke, a young man named Eutychus (YOO 
tih kuhs) was sitting in the window. He listened to Paul talking and became very 
sleepy. When he fell asleep, he fell out the window—three stories down to the 
ground! Eutychus was dead, but Paul went to his side and put his arms around 
him, and Eutychus came back to life. Paul continued talking until the morning. 
Then the believers took Eutychus home, and they were greatly comforted. 

Now Paul traveled back toward Ephesus. He decided not to stop in Ephesus, but 
he asked the leaders of the church there to meet him in a nearby city. Paul said 
to them, “I am obeying the Spirit and am going to sail to Jerusalem. I do not 
know what will happen to me there, but I know that trouble and jail wait for me. I 
do not care about my own life. The most important thing is that I finish the 
work Jesus gave me to do. I want to tell people the good news of God’s grace.”   

Paul and the church leaders prayed together, and they cried because they knew 
they might never see Paul again. Then they went with him to the ship to  
say goodbye.

STORYTELLING TIPS
Point to a map: Use 
the New Testament 
Mediterranean Map and 
point to Ephesus (D7)
and Jerusalem (G9) as 
you mention them in 
the story.

Show emotions: 
Portray the emotions 
experienced by the 
people in the story. 
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

Christ Connection: As Paul traveled on his third missionary journey, he used every opportunity to 
tell people the good news about Jesus and to help the church. Paul was dedicated to Jesus, who called 
him to do the work of sharing the gospel. 

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY    Throughout Paul’s missionary journeys, we see his dedication to Jesus and his desire to help 
others trust in Jesus. As Paul shared the gospel, the power of the Holy Spirit opened people’s hearts 
to believe in Jesus. People were saved from their sins, and God was glorified through Paul.

How did Paul determine where to go in his work of sharing the gospel? Look at Acts 19:21 and  
Acts 20:22. [Choose a volunteer to read aloud Acts 19:21; 20:22.] Paul went wherever the Holy 
Spirit led him to go. Paul trusted God and was obedient to the Spirit who helped him share the 
good news. The same Spirit that was in Paul is also in those who trust in Jesus. He helps us live on 
mission as well. 

Paul spent time in Ephesus, encouraging the believers there and preaching against idolatry. 
What did Paul say about the idols being made in the city of Ephesus? Look at Acts 19:26. [Choose 
a volunteer to read Acts 19:26.] Paul boldly proclaimed that the idols or gods being made were not 
gods at all. Paul wanted all people to know and believe in the one true God and His Son, Jesus.   

Finally, Paul made known to the Ephesian Christians that he was traveling on to Jerusalem, even 
though Paul recognized that he would suffer in Jerusalem. What did Paul say was his goal in life? 
Look at Acts 20:24. [Choose volunteers to read Acts 20:24.] Paul’s greatest desire was to finish the 
work God had called him to. Even if he would suffer or die, Paul wanted to continue to follow the 
Spirit and tell others about Jesus.  

CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY    As Paul traveled on his third missionary journey, he used every opportunity to tell people 
the good news about Jesus and to help the church. Paul was dedicated to Jesus, who called him to do 
the work of sharing the gospel.    

(Tip: Use Scripture and the Gospel Plan Poster to explain how to become a Christian. Make 
sure kids know when and where they can ask questions.)

QUESTIONS FROM KIDS (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 34, Session 3” questions from kids video. Prompt kids to discuss:

1.	Should we bring our Bible to school? Why?

2.	How does sharing the gospel with unbelievers glorify God and encourage other Christians?  



Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

MISSIONS MOMENT (3 minutes) 

SAY    Chicago is a city with many different communities or neighborhoods. Of Chicago’s 77 
neighborhoods, some are wealthy while others are very poor.  

Display the “Chicago Ministry Center Photos” printable. Tell kids that Chicago West Bible 
Church prayed for a building that they could work out of to bring hope and the good news 
of Jesus to the area. Share that in 2020, pastors of Chicago West and Send Relief met and 
had the dream to start the ministry center. Explain that in 2021, Send Relief purchased the 
building, and Chicago West Bible Church moved into the building to help with the work of the 
Chicago Ministry Center. Explain that in the area surrounding the Chicago Ministry Center, 
many people speak a language other than English as their first language. Remind kids that 
the Ministry Center works to help people in need while telling them about Jesus. Pray for the 
people working through the Chicago Ministry Center to help meet the needs of the people in 
the community and that they would have the opportunity to tell them about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Psalm 96:3 together.

SAY    Paul took every opportunity to tell people the good news about Jesus. He desired to give his 
life for the work God had called him to. God is glorified when we seek to make His name great.   

Provide each kid with a Bible. Practice Bible skills by prompting kids to look up the key 
passage and read it to themselves. Invite kids to share what they think glory means.

SAY    Declaring God’s glory means to tell others about His majesty, worth, beauty, and splendor. 
We tell others about His glory when we share the gospel as we help others see the beauty of 
forgiveness in Jesus. 

Lead kids to sing “His Glory Among the Nations (Psalm 96:3).” You may also choose to sing a 
worship song of your choice.

PRAY (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before transitioning to Love.

SAY    God, help us seize every opportunity to share the gospel like Paul did. Give us the courage 
to share Your love with others so they might believe and be saved. In Jesus’ name, amen.   



Transition from LOVE to LIVE

Older Kids Leader Guide  |  Unit 34 • Session 3  | 34

LOVE LOVE God by Applying the Story

REVIEW & BIBLE SKILLS (5 minutes)

Distribute Bibles and display the New Testament Mediterranean Map. Guide kids to open their 
Bibles to Acts 18. Explain that the churches Paul started on his missionary journeys are also 
many of the churches he wrote letters to. Tell kids that the book of Ephesians was a letter 
written to the church in Ephesus. Consider pointing out the location of Ephesus (D7) on the 
New Testament Mediterranean Map.

Consider comparing the New Testament Mediterranean Map to a modern-day map to help 
kids understand where these stories took place. (Tip: Locate the areas in and around modern-
day Turkey.) Choose a volunteer to read aloud Acts 18:9-11.

SAY    Paul’s life as a missionary was anything but easy. Many people hated him and were even 
violent toward him. Yet, God reminded Paul that He was with him. God also reminded Paul that 
preaching the gospel would not be a waste. As challenging as it was to share Jesus, God was going 
to save people. 

Knowing God is with us also gives us the confidence and boldness to share our faith. We are not 
promised that being a Christian will be easy, but we are promised that we have a faithful God who 
will never leave us.  

GROUP DISCUSSION (10 minutes)

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss.

SAY    Why was Paul willing to spend his life telling others about Jesus?   

Discuss how Paul knew the power of the gospel and how it saves and changes people. Remind 
kids of Paul’s life before Jesus and his life after Jesus. Discuss how Paul’s desire was to testify 
to the grace of God. Share that Paul wanted to glorify Jesus above all else.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 1:16-17.)

SAY    Paul was willing to risk his life for the sake of the gospel because Jesus was most important 
to him. Is Jesus most important to you? Why?  

Answers will vary. Tell kids that to know Christ and to make Christ known is the call of every 
Christian. Remind kids that we show our love for Jesus when we obey His commands.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Luke 18:28-30.)

SAY    Paul not only shared the gospel, but encouraged Christians in their faith. Who encourages 
you? Who do you encourage?  

Answers will vary. Discuss how Christians encourage one another to continue following the 
example of Christ and to remind each other of the hope we have in Jesus.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Thess. 4:1.)

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L



LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE the Mission

ACTIVITY CHOICE (10 minutes)

     OPTION 1: PARTNER UP!		   

Form kids into two teams. Tell players of 
each team to partner with another person 
on their team. Explain that partners from 
each team will carry a ball to one end of 
the room and back in different ways each 
round. For example, kids can carry the ball 
elbow to elbow, knee to knee, hand to hand, 
back to back, and so forth. Tell kids to pass 
the ball to the next pair on their team when 
they return. The team to have all partners 
complete the task first wins. 

SAY    It took a partnership to complete the 
relay, just like the Chicago Ministry Center 
partners with other organizations to tell 
people about Jesus. They work together to 
meet needs of the people in the community 
and tell them about Jesus. As the church, we 
work together to share the gospel with people 
as well. Our mission is to make disciples of 
all nations by the power of the Holy  
Spirit. 

     OPTION 2: LISTEN     

Provide each kid with a piece of paper and a 
marker. Direct kids to listen closely to what 
you say and draw what they hear. Guide kids 
to draw a fish, but don’t tell them it’s a fish. 
Consider saying the following directions 
aloud or create your own:

•	 Draw a sideways oval on the center of 
the paper.

•	 On the top of the oval, draw a small 
triangle.

•	 On the left end of the oval, draw a large 
triangle.

•	 On the right end of the oval, draw a 
small circle inside the oval.

•	 Inside the center of the oval, draw the 
letter U.

SAY    To draw a fish, you needed to listen 
to my instructions. Paul listened closely to the 
Spirit and obeyed His voice. Those who are 
in Jesus can listen and obey the Spirit as He 
leads us to tell others about Jesus.  

JOURNAL AND PRAYER (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think about and answer the questions 
listed on the page. As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas.

•	What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?

•	What does the story teach me about myself?

•	Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good?

•	Are there promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God?

•	How does this story help me to live on mission better?

Review the gospel and encourage kids to speak with you or another teacher if they have 
questions. Then pray, asking God to help us listen to the Spirit and share Jesus with those He 
leads us to. As time allows, lead kids to complete “Big Picture Scramble” on the activity page.
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FO
LD

1. What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?

2. What does this story teach me about myself?

3. Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s 

glory and my good?

4. Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help 

me trust and love God?

5. How does this story help me to live on mission better?

WHAT IS OUR MISSION AS CHRISTIANS? 
OUR MISSION IS TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS BY THE POWER 

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

When Paul arrived in the city of Ephesus, he met about twelve men who 
believed in God, but they didn’t know about Jesus or the Holy Spirit. So Paul 
told them about Jesus. The men believed and were baptized. 

Paul went into the synagogue and spent three months teaching and 
talking about the kingdom of God. Then he spent two years discussing God’s 
Word. God was working through Paul, doing amazing miracles. Some people 
in Ephesus didn’t like that Paul was teaching that there is one true God, 
because those people worshiped many gods. 

Paul met with some of Jesus’ followers. He encouraged them, and then he 
said goodbye and continued on his journey toward Jerusalem. 

One night, Paul met with a group of people to eat the Lord’s Supper. As 
Paul spoke, a young man named Eutychus (YOO tih kuhs) was sitting in 
the window. He listened to Paul talking. When he fell asleep, he fell out the 
window—three stories down to the ground! Eutychus was dead, but Paul went 
to his side and put his arms around him, and Eutychus came back to life.

Paul traveled back toward Ephesus. He asked the leaders of the church 
there to meet him in a nearby city. Paul said, “I am obeying the Spirit and am 
going to sail to Jerusalem. I know that trouble and jail wait for me. I do not 
care about my own life. The most important thing is that I finish the work 
Jesus gave me to do.” Then they went with him to the ship to say goodbye.

Christ Connection: As Paul traveled on his third missionary journey, he used every 
opportunity to tell people the good news about Jesus and to help the church. Paul was 
dedicated to Jesus, who called him to do the work of sharing the gospel.

JOURNAL PAGE

Unit 34 • Session 3

PAUL VISITED THE CHURCHES 
Acts 18–21



Unit 34, Session 3: Paul Visited the Churches

Grow Stronger | On Paul’s third missionar� journey, he helped churches grow stronger in their faith. Circle 
the things below that help us grow stronger in our faith.

READINGREADING
THE BIBLETHE BIBLE

GOING TO GOING TO 
CHURCHCHURCH

FIGHTING FIGHTING 
WITH OTHERSWITH OTHERS

PRAYING PRAYING 
TO GODTO GOD

DISOBEYING THE DISOBEYING THE 
HOLY SPIRITHOLY SPIRIT

SERVINGSERVING
OTHERSOTHERSSEEKING SEEKING 

POPULARITYPOPULARITY

TRUSTING IN GOD’S TRUSTING IN GOD’S 
PROMISESPROMISES

Big Picture Scramble | The big picture question is, What is our mission as Christians? Unscramble the words to 
�ind the big picture answer. Write the answer in the space below.

MIOSISNMIOSISN LALLAL PEWORPEWOR DIPLECSISDIPLECSIS HTEHTE
HLOY SIPIRTHLOY SIPIRT YBYB UORUOR MKAEMKAE

SISI NITANOSNITANOS FOFO OTOT FOFO HTEHTE



Paul Visited the Churches

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY: 
•	Paul shared the gospel and 

encouraged believers in 
Ephesus and other cities. He 
taught about the kingdom of 
God and performed miracles.

•	Some people in Ephesus 
didn’t like Paul’s teaching. The 
crowds there caused trouble 
for Paul.

•	Paul said, “I am obeying 
the Spirit and I am going to 
sail to Jerusalem. The most 
important thing is that I finish 
the work Jesus gave me to do.”

CHRIST CONNECTION:
As Paul traveled on his third 
missionary journey, he used 
every opportunity to tell people 
the good news about Jesus and 
to help the church. Paul was 
dedicated to Jesus, who called 
him to do the work of sharing 
the gospel.

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 96:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is our mission as 
Christians? Our mission is to 
make disciples of all nations by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

NAME: 

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 34 • Session 3


