
Unit 34: The Church on Mission

SESSION 1: The Church Met Together
Acts 15

SESSION 2: Paul and Silas Started Churches
Acts 15-18

SESSION 3: Paul Visited the Churches
Acts 18-21

SESSION 4: We Are Here to Glorify God
Romans 15

Unit Description: Paul continued on his missionary journeys, encountering opposition 
yet finding new opportunities to proclaim the risen Christ. As missionary efforts 
continued, the church sought to protect its doctrine and demonstrate the power of the 
gospel through righteous living so others might trust in Christ.

Big Picture Question: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make 
disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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WE ARE HERE TO GLORIFY GOD
R O M A N S  1 5

KEY PASSAGE:
Psalm 96:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
God created people to bring Him glory. When we trust in Jesus and follow 
Him, we bring glory to God by seeking the good of others. God calls us  
to share the love of Jesus with all people by telling them the good  
news—the gospel.
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LEADER LEADER Bible Study
Romans 15 highlights Paul’s heart for 

sharing the gospel and seeing it permeate 
the hearts of all who may hear of it and grow 
from it. The apostle shared the light of Jesus 
with Christ followers in Rome, that they 
would lean into their purpose of glorifying 
God and growing in their knowledge and love 
for Him.

What issues were the believers in Rome 
fighting against? How did Paul seek to 
encourage them despite all these difficulties 
present within the church?

From this chapter, we notice that though 
the truth of the gospel has gone out among 
believers in Rome, difficulties still exist 
among Jesus’ people. It appears the stronger 
believers within the church had trouble 
dealing with and bearing the weaknesses 
of their brothers and sisters in Christ. Paul 
reminded the church that they were to 
walk alongside one another, building up 
and building out the kingdom of God. They 
needed to experience the endurance and 
encouragement that Jesus offers to His 
people, which are gifts that we, too, still need 
as the church today.

Division was still present between the 
Jews and Gentiles in the Roman church, 
as believers from opposite backgrounds 
found their common ground in Jesus alone. 

Paul used his words carefully so that the 
gospel’s power would be made apparent in 
his interactions with them and through their 
interactions with one another as the body 
of Christ. The gospel was always meant to 
transcend culture and upbringing, uniting us 
by the power of the God who created us.

As you prepare to teach this to your kids, 
remember that Paul’s concern was for the 
readers of his letter to recognize their need 
for God and to live lives that bring honor to 
His name. May your interactions with the 
boys and girls in your group be so steeped in 
the grace and encouragement of Jesus as you 
lead them in the love and light of  
their Savior.

DOCTRINE TO 
KNOW

Mission of the 
Church: to go into 
the world in the 
power of the Spirit 
and make disciples 
by proclaiming the 
gospel, calling people 
to respond in ongoing 
repentance and faith.
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a regular supply of the following items available at all times: Bibles, pens or pencils, 
markers, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, glue or tape, paper.

WELCOME

Activity Page
  F “Seek Other’s Good” 
activity page

Session Starter (Option 1)
  F welcome mats or 
large pieces of poster 
board, 2 per pair

Session Starter (Option 2)
  F ropes or strings of 
yarn, 2

  F empty cardboard 
tubes, 20

LEARN

Introduce the Session
  F countdown video

Big Picture Question
  F Big Picture Question 
Poster

Review the Timeline
  F Giant Timeline

Tell the Bible Story
  F “We Are Here to 
Glorify God” video

  F Bible Story Picture 
Poster

Questions from Kids
  F “Unit 34, Session 4” 
questions from kids 
video

Missions Moment
  F “My Name Is Roy” 
missions video

Key Passage Activity
  F Key Passage Poster
  F “His Glory Among the 
Nations  
(Psalm 96:3)” song

  F worship song of your 
choice (optional)

LOVE

Review & Bible skills
  F Small Group Timeline 
and Map Set

  F world map

LIVE

Activity Choice (Option 1)
  F index cards, 1 per kid

Activity Choice (Option 2)
  Fmarshmallows, 20 per 
group 

  F toothpicks, 20 per 
group

  F craft sticks, 10 per 
group

  F tape  
  F index cards, 20 per 
group

Journal and Prayer
  F Journal Page
  F “Choose the Good” 
activity page

PREPARE 

P R I O R  T O  T E A C H I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N
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WELCOME WELCOME Kids
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 
sheets, build relationships, and help new kids connect to your group.

SAY    Have you ever been told, ‘Set a good example’? Who told you that? How were you a good 
example? 

ACTIVITY PAGE (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Seek Other’s Good” on the activity page.

SAY    Today, we’ll learn that Paul wrote how Christians are to follow the example of Jesus and 
seek the good of others. 

SESSION STARTER (10 minutes)

     OPTION 1: WELCOME ONE ANOTHER     

Form kids into pairs and provide each pair 
with two welcome mats or two large pieces 
of poster board. Lead pairs to line up on one 
side of the room. Tell pairs that they must 
work together to manuever to the other 
end of the room by laying down a welcome 
mat for their partner to step on. Once their 
partner steps on the mat, kids will then lay 
down the next mat for their partner to step 
on. The first pair to reach the other side 
first wins.

SAY    Partners not only had to be in 
harmony or in sync, but one partner also 
had to serve the other by moving the mats. 
Today, we will learn how God calls Christians 
to welcome one another, live in harmony, and 
serve one another. We’ll see how living in this 
way glorifies God. 

     OPTION 2: UNITED ON MISSION

Form kids into two teams and provide each 
team with a long piece of rope or yarn and 
10 empty cardboard tubes. Make sure the 
rope is long enough for all kids to hold a 
piece while sitting in a line. 

Direct kids on each team to sit side by 
side. Lead kids on each team to pick up the 
rope with both hands. Then direct the kids 
at the start of each line to string an empty 
cardboard tube through the rope. Direct the 
kids to pass the tube down the line until the 
tube reaches the end of the rope. The kids 
at the end of the line will remove the tube. 
While team members pass the tube down 
the rope, the first kid may string another 
tube and repeat the process. The first team 
to move all their tubes reach the end of the 
rope wins. Repeat as time allows. 

SAY    This activity required teams to work 
together and be united in the same mission. 
Today, we will learn how God calls Christians 
to be united in love for one another so that we 
bring glory to God.  

WELCOME
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INTRODUCE INTRODUCE the Bible Story

INTRODUCE THE SESSION (3 minutes)

Show the countdown video as you transition to introduce the Bible story. Set it to end as the 
session begins.

SAY    Good morning! My name is [your name]. I’m so thankful you are here and that we can 
study God’s Word together. As we read the Bible, we are reminded that only faith in Jesus saves us 
from our sin. We are also reminded that because of Jesus’ grace in our lives, we can live in a way 
that brings glory to God.

If you brought your Bible, please take it out. [Distribute Bibles to kids who need one.] Today, we 
will learn that Paul taught Christians how they should live with one another and with people who are 
not Christians. Paul’s message reminds us that we are here to live in a way that glorifies God.  

BIG PICTURE QUESTION (1 minute)

SAY    Let’s have the girls ask the big picture question: What is our mission as Christians? 
[Allow girls to ask the question.] Now, let’s have the boys say the answer: Our mission is to make 
disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit. [Allow boys to answer.]

When we seek to be on mission for God, we bring Him glory. As we tell others about Jesus, we also 
demonstrate the power of the Holy Spirit within us. It is the Holy Spirit who gives us courage and the 
help we need to tell others about Jesus. Sharing the good news is one way we do good to others. We 
want all people to hear the gospel and be saved from their sins. As we hear our story today, we will 
learn how Paul taught that Christians can share the gospel and seek the good of others so that God 
is glorified.   

REVIEW THE TIMELINE (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as you review.

SAY     The early church was growing into all parts of the world because Paul and other Christians 
were faithful to be on mission sharing the gospel. We learned about Paul’s first two missionary 
journeys and how he went to new places so both Jews and Gentiles could hear the good news about 
Jesus. While Paul was on his missionary journeys, he also wrote letters to different churches. Today, 
we will read one of the letters Paul wrote to the church in Rome and how he shared that we are here 
to glorify God.   
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LEARN LEARN the Bible Story

TELL THE BIBLE STORY: VIDEO OR STORYTELLER (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Romans 15. Use the Bible storytelling tips to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “We Are Here to Glorify God.” Use the 
bold text to retell or review the story.

WE ARE HERE TO GLORIFY GOD
  Paul was in Corinth, making his way toward Jerusalem, when he wrote a letter to 

Christians in Rome. The Christians in Rome were facing some challenges. They 
had different backgrounds and came from different cultures, but they all believed 
in Jesus. Paul wrote a letter to encourage and guide them. In the letter, Paul 
explained what it means to live for Jesus and how faith in Jesus should change 
how Christians live. 

Paul had taught the Roman Christians how they should live with one 
another—as brothers and sisters in God’s family. Now he wanted to teach them 
about how to live among people who are not believers. Paul wrote, “We should 
be patient and understanding with others, helping others and not just thinking 
about ourselves. If you are strong, you should help those who are weak.” 

Paul said that Christians can look to Jesus as their example. Jesus did not live 
to please Himself. God’s Word was written to teach us about Jesus. It gives us hope 
and helps us be patient. God wants us to live in peace with one another, getting along 
so that we bring glory to God together. Jesus welcomes us, so we can welcome 
others. Jesus came through the Jewish people to serve all people—just as God 
promised—so that the Gentiles would rejoice and praise Jesus. 

The Christians in Rome had been arguing, so Paul explained that God wants His 
children to be united and love one another, just like Jesus loved us. Paul wrote, 
“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another. When you live in this way, you bring glory to God—the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. So we should accept one another and live in peace, 
for the glory of God.” 

Paul wanted to visit the Christians in Rome, but he was going to go to Jerusalem 
first. God had called Paul to share the good news with the Gentiles—the non-
Jewish people. “My goal is to preach the gospel to people who have never heard 
the name of Jesus,” he said. Then Paul asked them to pray for him, and he left 
for Jerusalem.

Christ Connection: God created people to bring Him glory. When we trust in Jesus 
and follow Him, we bring glory to God by seeking the good of others. God calls us to 
share the love of Jesus with all people by telling them the good news—the gospel.  

STORYTELLING TIPS
Act like Paul: Pretend 
to be Paul writing a 
letter to the church 
in Rome. Hold up the 
letter at various points 
and emphasize words 
such as faith, peace, 
love, patience,  
and glorify.

Describe Jesus’ 
service: Remind kids 
of how Jesus served us 
by living a sinless life 
and dying on the cross 
for our sin. Discuss how 
Jesus is not only our 
example but that He 
also changes our hearts 
so we can serve others 
as He did.
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REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY    Just like our churches today, the church in Rome was made up of all different kinds of 
people. God wants all people to be a part of His family. But sometimes, when people from different 
backgrounds get together, problems can begin. No matter how different people may be, God calls us 
to live peacefully with one another and be united. Why? Look at Romans 15:5-6. [Choose a volunteer 
to read aloud Romans 15:5-6.] When we live in harmony and are united, we bring glory to God. The 
gospel unites people from different backgrounds because we recognize that all people are sinners in 
need of God’s grace.  

Who did Paul say is our example for how we should live? Look at Romans 15:7 [Choose a volunteer 
to read aloud Romans 15:7.] Paul said we should follow the example of Jesus who welcomed us. All 
people are sinners who have rebelled against God, yet Jesus invites us to trust in Him and be saved. 
Jesus didn’t put Himself first, but loved other people by doing good to them. We can welcome others 
who are different from us, be patient and kind, and live at peace with people. We can seek others’ 
good, like Jesus, as we serve them.

The gospel is a message of hope, and it brings joy and peace to those who believe. Who did Paul 
say gives us power to have hope, joy, and peace? Look at Romans 15:13. [Choose a volunteer to read 
aloud Romans 15:13.] The Holy Spirit gives Christians the power to have hope, joy, and peace. The 
Holy Spirit changes how we live. When we seek to live by the power of the Holy Spirit and live at 
peace with each other, we bring glory to God.  

CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY    God created people to bring Him glory. When we trust in Jesus and follow Him, we bring 
glory to God by seeking the good of others. God calls us to share the love of Jesus with all people by 
telling them the good news—the gospel.    

(Tip: Use Scripture and the Gospel Plan Poster to explain how to become a Christian. Make 
sure kids know when and where they can ask questions.)

QUESTIONS FROM KIDS (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 34, Session 4” questions from kids video. Prompt kids to discuss:

1.	What should you do when someone makes fun of someone else?

2.	How does loving others and living at peace with others glorify God?  

MISSIONS MOMENT (3 minutes) 

SAY    Reborn Ministries is located on the west side of Chicago. The ministry seeks to glorify God 
by serving the people in their community and seeking their good. They focus on helping people find 
ways to be healthy, gain new job skills, and tell them about Jesus. Reborn Ministries also helps kids 
with tutoring, mentoring, creative play, and Bible teaching. The kids enrolled in the program can 



Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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participate in activities like basketball and baseball camps. They also offer summer programs for 
kids and in-school help programs.  

Play the missions video. Pray for Reborn Ministries as they help meet needs in their 
community and tell people about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud Psalm 96:3 together.

SAY    God alone deserves the glory for who He is and what He has done. Because of Jesus we can 
live in a way that glorifies God and helps others glorify Him too.   

Form kids into groups of three or four. Invite kids to practice saying the key passage with one 
another. Challenge groups to compete to see who can say the key passage the fastest.

Lead kids to sing “His Glory Among the Nations (Psalm 96:3).” You may also choose to sing 
a worship song of your choice.

PRAY (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before transitioning to Love.

SAY    God, thank You for being the ultimate example of loving others. Help us, by Your Spirit, to 
love one another and put others first, so we can bring glory to You. Amen.   
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LOVE LOVE God by Applying the Story

REVIEW & BIBLE SKILLS (5 minutes)

Distribute Bibles and display the New Testament Mediterranean Map. Guide kids to open their 
Bibles to Romans 15. Explain that Paul wrote Romans while he was in Corinth on his third 
missionary journey. Tell kids that Paul had not yet been to Rome and met the believers there, 
but he considered them brothers and sisters in Christ. Remind kids that the gospel unites 
believers from every culture or background.

Consider comparing the New Testament Mediterranean Map to a modern-day map to help 
kids understand where these stories took place. (Tip: Locate the areas in and around modern-
day Rome [B1].) Choose a volunteer to read aloud Romans 15:2.

SAY    What does it mean to please your neighbors? [Allow responses.] Pleasing our neighbors 
means we seek their good and strive to encourage them to follow Jesus. Jesus is our example of what 
it looks like to seek the good of others. He did not seek to serve Himself, but gave His life so that we 
could be forgiven. In the same way, we should be willing to serve others and seek their good so that 
they can be built up to look like Jesus.   

GROUP DISCUSSION (10 minutes)

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss.

SAY    Why does being united and living at peace with others glorify God?  

Remind kids that God is a God of peace and unity. Discuss how the Father, Son, and Spirit are 
united in love for one another and all have the same will. Tell kids that when we are united 
and live in peace, we show others what God is like. Tell kids that this brings glory to God.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 15:5-6.)

SAY    How is Jesus our example of glorifying God by seeking the good of others?  

Discuss how Jesus did not seek to please Himself or only look out for His own interests. Tell 
kids that Jesus fed those who were hungry, healed those who were sick, taught people the 
truth of God’s Word, and gave His life so we could be forgiven of our sins. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Phil. 2:5-8.)

SAY    Do you struggle to get along with others and seek their good? How can you better follow 
Jesus’ example?  

Answers will vary. Remind kids that we all have moments when we fail to get along or serve 
others. Tell kids that we can seek forgiveness when we fail to love others well. Help kids 
understand that the Holy Spirit lives in us to give us the power to follow the example of 
Jesus. Discuss how He sanctifies us or transforms us to look more like Jesus as we obey His 
leading in our lives.

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 John 4:12-13.)

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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LIVE LIVE the Mission

ACTIVITY CHOICE (10 minutes)

     OPTION 1: WELCOME!	     

Provide each kid with an index card and 
markers. Lead kids to write You’re Welcome 
Here! on one side of the card. On the 
other side of the card, lead kids to write a 
message inviting someone to church. For 
example, kids may write I would love for you to 
join me at church this Sunday! Encourage kids to 
give their card to someone they would like 
to invite to church.

SAY    Reborn Ministries in Chicago 
welcomes people in their community to receive 
help and to hear the good news of Jesus. We 
can welcome people as well. Today, we learned 
that Paul taught how Jesus has welcomed us 
into His family. We show love to others and 
seek their good when we welcome people and 
tell them about Jesus. Share your card with 
someone you would like to come to church to 
hear more about Jesus. 

     OPTION 2: MAKE A SACRIFICE     

Form kids into groups of three or four. 
Provide each group with the following 
materials: marshmallows, toothpicks, 
craft sticks, tape, and index cards. Then 
encourage kids to look them over and 
choose one to “sacrifice.” Explain that 
groups will use the remaining supplies to 
build the tallest tower they can. 

Invite groups to begin building their 
tower. After a minute, tell groups they must 
now sacrifice the remaining contents of 
another supply. Finally, tell groups they 
must sacrifice one more supply. Once 
groups have used all the remaining supplies, 
compare the towers to see which group built 
the tallest one. 

SAY    It’s hard to make a sacrifice. But 
that’s what Jesus did for us. He didn’t seek 
His own good, but the good of others. Jesus 
glorified God. When we follow His example, we 
bring glory to God too. We can choose to give 
up our time and resources to serve others. We 
can choose to think of others first. 

JOURNAL AND PRAYER (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think about and answer the questions 
listed on the page. As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas.

•	What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?

•	What does the story teach me about myself?

•	Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good?

•	Are there promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God?

•	How does this story help me to live on mission better?

Review the gospel and encourage kids to speak with you or another teacher if they have 
questions. Then pray, asking God to help us serve others like Jesus did and glorify God. As 
time allows, lead kids to complete “Choose the Good” on the activity page.
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FO
LD

WHAT IS OUR MISSION AS CHRISTIANS? 
OUR MISSION IS TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS BY THE POWER OF 

THE HOLY SPIRIT.

The Christians in Rome were facing some challenges. Paul wrote a letter to 
encourage and guide them. Paul explained what it means to live for Jesus and 
how faith in Jesus should change how Christians live. 

Paul had taught the Roman Christians how they should live with one 
another—as brothers and sisters in God’s family. Now he wanted to teach 
them about how to live among people who are not believers. Paul wrote, 
“We should be patient and understanding with others. If you are strong, you 
should help those who are weak.” 

Christians can look to Jesus as their example. Jesus did not live to please 
Himself. Jesus welcomes us, so we can welcome others. Jesus came through 
the Jewish people to serve all people—just as God promised—so that the 
Gentiles would rejoice and praise Jesus. 

Paul explained that God wants His children to be united and love one 
another, just like Jesus loved us. Paul wrote, “May the God who gives 
endurance and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another.

God had called Paul to share the good news with the Gentiles—the non-
Jewish people. “My goal is to preach the gospel to people who have never 
heard the name of Jesus,” he said. Then Paul asked them to pray for him, and 
he left for Jerusalem.

Christ Connection: God created people to bring Him glory. When we trust in Jesus and 
follow Him, we bring glory to God by seeking the good of others. God calls us to share the 
love of Jesus with all people by telling them the good news—the gospel.

1.	What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?

2.	What does this story teach me about myself?

3.	Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s 

glory and my good?

4.	Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help 

me trust and love God?

5.	How does this story help me to live on mission better?

JOURNAL PAGE
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WE ARE HERE TO GLORIFY GOD 
Romans 15
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Seek Others’ Good | Choose one of the pictures below and 
draw a picture of how you could respond differently and choose to 
show good to others. Choose the Good

Use a highlighter or a yellow crayon 
to choose the word that makes each 

statement true and good.

Paul said that Christians can look 
to JESUS/PETER as their example.

God’s Word gives us 
DESPAIR/HOPE and helps 
us be PATIENT/IMPATIENT.

 Living at peace with others brings 
SHAME/GLORY to God.

We should be patient with others, 
HURTING/HELPING others and not 

just thinking about ourselves.

Jesus came through the Jewish 
people to SERVE/REJECT all people.

God wants His children to be united 
and ANNOY/LOVE one another.



We Are Here to  
Glorify God

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY: 
•	Paul wrote a letter to the 

church in Rome explaining 
what it means to live for 
Jesus. He said we should be 
patient with others.

•	Paul wrote that we should 
look to Jesus as our example 
and welcome others as Jesus 
welcomed us.

•	Paul explained that God wants 
His children to be united and 
love one another, just like 
Jesus loved us.

CHRIST CONNECTION:
God created people to bring Him 
glory. When we trust in Jesus 
and follow Him, we bring glory 
to God by seeking the good of 
others. God calls us to share  
the love of Jesus with all people  
by telling them the good  
news—the gospel.

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 96:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is our mission as 
Christians? Our mission is to 
make disciples of all nations by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

NAME: 

Younger Kids Activity Pages
Unit 34 • Session 4


